Regular Meeting #23 –June 18, 2013                                                                              Minutes


*These are “Action Only” minutes.  Video of comments may be found on recorded discs at City Hall or at www.cityofbelfast.org. *
Public Hearing #1
7:00 p.m.

Pursuant to the Special Amusement Ordinance of the City of Belfast and the provision of Title 28-A Section 1054 M.R.S.A a public hearing was held in the Council Chambers of Belfast City Hall  on June 18, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon as possible thereafter on an application for a Special Amusement Permit renewal for Rosemond Peters d/b/a as Nautilus Seafood & Grill at the location of 95 Searsport Avenue for live entertainment, music, vocals, Karaoke, DJ and dancing, Belfast, Maine, interior and exterior. 
Mayor Ash asked for proponents and opponents and hearing none declared the hearing closed.

Regular Council Meeting # 24
Immediately following Public Hearing
Call to order

Present: Mayor Walter Ash Jr. Councilors Mary Mortier, Eric Sanders, Michael Hurley, Nancy Hamilton, City Manager Joseph Slocum, and Administrative Assistant to the City Manager Jennika Lundy.
Absent: Councilor Lee
Pledge of Allegiance

Adoption of the agenda

City Manager Slocum requested to add an item to the Consent Agenda as item 9-D: A request to expend up to $787 from the Cemetery Trust Fund Account # 630-504, FY 2012-2013 to Holmes Greenhouse & Florist Shop for the Perpetual Care Flowers, summer arrangements. Remove: Possible request from the Airport Manager to expend funds from the Capital Reserve account for Airport Maintenance to pay for tree trimming on property adjacent to Belfast Municipal Airport. It was request to add a discussion and possible adoption of increased ambulance fee billing, and finally to add an executive session to discuss a real estate matter. 
Councilor Hurley, seconded by Councilor Hamilton made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended.  This motions was approved, 4-0.       

Acceptance of the minutes

Regular Council Meeting of June 4, 2013
Councilor Hamilton, seconded by Councilor Hurley, made a motion to accept the minutes from Regular Council Meeting of June 4, 2013.  This was approved 4-0.
Open to the public
Linda Bucklin from Belfast and the Cemetery Board of Trustees spoke in favor of the ordinance banning dogs from the cemetery. 
Joe Sterns from Belfast spoke about the Micro Enterprise Committee members and how he thought all the Committee members should be from Belfast.

Anne Mullen from Belfast spoke in favor or banning dogs from the Cemetery.
Linda Garson-Smith from Belfast spoke in opposition to continuing the RSU withdrawal effort.

Chris Gooseman from Belfast spoke in opposition to continuing the RSU withdrawal effort. 

Laurie Allen from Belfast spoke about her storm water concerns, City ditch work, and snow removal.
Hunter Finden from Belfast spoke in opposition to skate boarding fines in the Downtown.

Communications


City Manager Slocum advised that there is a group who is requesting to remove a City Damn to support salmon spawning, a rock wall on Front Street collapsed, that he would like to schedule budget sessions to complete the budget, and that the publication Maine Policy Review had a story by Steve Norman about libraries in the summer.  Finally he reported that the Propeller Club had sent a “thank you” to the City, and CMP is seeking repair alternatives to the bent pole located on Church Street.


Economic Development Director Thomas Kittredge updated the Council on airport obstruction clearing.


City Planner Wayne Marshall advised that the Armistice Bridge would be closed to foot traffic from July 8th to July 12th.


Councilor Hurley asked about lighting around the Muck, pedestrian crossing signs, and he spoke in favor of the RSU Withdrawal process continuing.

Councilor Sanders spoke in support of the family of the cyclist that lost his life on the Trek, and advised of other cycling accidents in the City.


Mayor Ash asked for a moment of silence for David LeClair.


City Manager advised the public of the Open to the Public section of the meeting when it isn’t typical for the Manager or the Council to respond.

8) Old Business and Council Committee Reports


None.
9) Permits, Petitions and Licenses - Consent Agenda 

Request to approve an application for a Special Amusement Permit renewal for Rosamond Peters d/b/a as Nautilus Seafood & Grill. 

Request to approve an application for an Off Premises Catering Permit for the Crusty Crab, LLC for the Maine Celtic Celebration at the Belfast Common from July 19 through July 21, 2013.

Request to acknowledge the votes cast on June 11, 2013.

Request to expend up to $787 from the Cemetery Trust Fund Account # 630-504, FY 2012-2013 to Holmes Greenhouse & Florist Shop for the perpetual Care Flowers, summer arrangements.

Councilor Hurley, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  This was approved 4-0.
Update from the RSU Withdrawal Committee.
Attorney Kristin Collins reviewed the election results with the Council, the petition process, State process, a proposed timeline, and addressed Council questions. Funding was discussed and no action was taken. 
Second reading on changing the City Ordinances with respect to permitting dogs in City Cemeteries: Chapter 10, Article II, Section 10-32
Councilor Hurley, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to approve the second reading and enact the changing of the City Ordinances with respect to permitting dogs in City Cemeteries: Chapter 10, Article II, Section 10-32. This motion was approved, 4-0.

Second Reading on a proposed change to the City Parking Ordinance to change parking from 129 Main Street to Market Street to two hour parking: Chapter 58, Article II Section 58-40 

Councilor Hamilton, seconded by Councilor Mortier, made a motion to accept the second reading and enact on a proposed change to the City Parking Ordinance to change parking from 129 Main Street to Market Street to two hour parking: Chapter 58, Article II Section 58-40.   This motion was approved, 4-0.
Update on the Harbor Walk.
      City Planner Wayne Marshall provided a timeline, updated on the progression of the Harbor Walk, and the relief walkways.  There was extensive discussion about the Walk’s proximity to building #5, parking at the Boathouse, and the need for parking options. 
Councilor Hurley, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to have the City Planner come back to a future meeting with parking options on the upper lot in the Common and on Front Street between Miller and Commercial.  This motion was approved, 4-0.
Discussion about the prohibition of skateboarders in certain Downtown streets and consideration of amendments to this existing ordinance.
There was extensive Council discussion about the fines for skateboarding in the Downtown, if Razor scooters should be included, and locations were these activities are permissible. Hunter Finden spoke in opposition to fines and the prohibition of skateboarding in the downtown.  It was agreed that the Chief of Police and Councilor Hurley should return to the Council with a proposed revised ordinance. 
Acceptance and possible award of bids to provide services at the Transfer Station.

It was agreed to accept the bids as presented and award the bid to the lowest bidder Malcolm McGraw as per bid specs. 

Councilor Sanders, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to accept the bids for the household waste hauling services at the Transfer Station and award the bid to the lowest bidder Malcolm McGraw.  This motion was approved, 4-0. 
Update on the need to modernize the Town Clock at the First Church and possible award of contract for those services.
   City Manager Slocum reviewed the work of the Town Clock Committee and their recommendation to engage the services of Peter Rioux Clock Services in the amount of $20,700.00.
       Councilor Sanders, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to hire Peter Rioux Clock Services to modernize the Town Clock and to expend up to $20,700 from the Town Clock Repair Capital Project 720-673. This motion was approved, 4-0.
Request by the Economic Development Director to have the City Council approve a membership slate for the City’s CDBG Micro-Enterprise Assistance Grant Advisory Committee.

Economic Development Thomas Kittredge provided his recommendation to have Dorothy Havey, Jayne Crosby Giles, Paul Doody, and himself to serve on the CDBG Micro-Enterprise Assistance Grant Advisory Committee.

Councilor Sanders, seconded by Councilor Mortier, made a motion to have Dorothy Havey, Jayne Crosby Giles, Paul Doody, and Thomas Kittredge to serve on the CDBG Micro-Enterprise Assistance Grant Advisory Committee. This motion was approved, 4-0.
Discussion on proposed changes to the City Code of Ordinances Chapter 102, Article 10, Division 2, Office Park District, Route 3 Commercial District, and Searsport Ave. Commercial District.

City Planner Wayne Marshall requested to table this discussion until the July 2nd Regular Council Meeting. 

Councilor Sanders, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to table the discussion on proposed changes to the City Code of Ordinances Chapter 102, Article 10, Division 2, Office Park District, Route 3 Commercial District, and Searsport Ave. Commercial District. This motion was approved, 4-0.
Update regarding help for the City Assessor’s Office.

City Manager Slocum advised that tax bills would come out at the same time this year as they have for the last two years, and further advised that the services of RJD Appraisals would be employed to assist with preparing the tax commitment. There was discussion on the impact of the school budget. 
Further discussions with the City Planner about Council’s interest in extending the Harbor Walk improvements to the East side of the Armistice Bridge.

City Planner Wayne Marshall provided an overview of the East Side walkway improvement pricing. It was agreed to accept the improvements to the three areas as proposed as well as landscaping and signage improvements and allocated $90,000 from the Harbor Walk Project Funds. 

Councilor Sanders, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to accept the improvements to the three areas as proposed as well as landscaping and signage improvements for the East Side of the Armistice Bridge and allocated $90,000 from the Harbor Walk Project Funds. This motion was approved, 4-0.
Update from the Economic Development Director and the City Planner on the possibility of the City submitting a Grant Application to the Federal Government to help with the reconstruction of Front Street.


City Planner Wayne Marshall and Economic Development Director Thomas Kittredge presented on the grant process, the types of changes to be considered on Front Street, and why improvements were needed.  It was agreed to allocate up to $20,000 to be spent for engineering and surveying work with the funds coming from the remaining $80,000 Belfast Bridge LLC performance Guarantee.  

Councilor Hurley, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to allocate up to $20,000 to be spent for engineering and surveying work for improvements to Front Street with the funds coming from the remaining $80,000 Belfast Bridge LLC performance Guarantee.   This motion was approved, 4-0.
Discussion and possible adoption of increased ambulance fee billing.

It was agreed to adopt the increased ambulance billing fees.  
Councilor Sanders, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to adopt the increased ambulance billing fees as proposed by Chief Richards.  This motion was approved, 4-0.
Update on proposed agreements between the City and Brooks Preservation Society to collaborate on the purchase and development of City Point Rail Station for the Rail Trail.
City Manager Slocum advised that he was waiting on the buyer to complete the Purchase and Sale agreement with the seller.  No action was taken. 
Consideration of a request to go into Executive Session to discuss a real estate matter pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405 6 (C.)
Councilor Hamilton, seconded by Councilor Hurley, made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a real estate matter pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405 6 (C.) at 10:45 p.m.  This motion was approved, 4-0.
Councilor Sanders, seconded by Councilor Hamilton, made a motion to move out of Executive Session at 11:05 p.m. with no action taken.  This motion was approved, 4-0.

Signing of Council Orders and housekeeping items.
Council Order #72-A, Signed by Councilor Sanders Ordered That: The City Manager and the City Treasurer The City Manager and the City Treasurer are authorized to move $8,000 from the Parks Maintenance Reserve to the Parks Purchase of Equipment line 610-535.  The Capital Project Plan for 2013-2014 will be amended to move the same $8,000 back into the Parks Maintenance Reserve. 
Clarification from May 21, 2013 Council Order

Council Order # 80, Signed by Councilor Sanders, Ordered That: The City Manager and the City Treasurer are authorized to expend up to $10,000.00 from Parks & Recreation Maintenance Reserve to line 730-656 and expend up to this amount for improvements to the City Park Pool House. 

Council Order # 81, Signed by Councilor Mortier, Ordered That : The City Manager and the City Treasurer are authorized to expend up to $10,000.00 from Swan Lake Avenue Sidewalk account 720-781, and $6,741 from the Sidewalk Capital Reserve for the for the match the Maine DOT  Route 1 & 141 improvement grant.  

Council Order # 84, Signed by Councilor Sanders, Ordered That: The City Manager and the City Treasurer are authorized to accept the bids provided for Belfast Municipal Solid Waste Hauling, and award the bid to the lowest bidder Malcolm McGraw in the amount of $250.00 per month for a compactor rental and $200.00 per trip with an estimated annual cost of $14,000.  Funds to come from 440-575.  

Council Order # 85, Signed by Councilor Hurley, Ordered That The City Manager and the City Treasurer are authorized to expend up to $787 from the Cemetery Trust Fund Account # 630-504, FY 2012-2013 to Holmes Greenhouse & Florist Shop for the perpetual Care Flowers, summer arrangements.
Council Order # 82, Signed by Councilor Hurley, Ordered That: That Part II Code of Ordinances, Chapter 10, Animals, Article II, Dogs Section 32, City of Belfast, Maine is hereby amended to read as follows:

Editors Note: new sections are adopted are underlined

First Reading: June 4, 2013

Second Reading: June 18, 2013

Sec. 10-32. - Running at large prohibited; impoundment of stray dogs; leashing required in certain areas.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any dog, licensed or unlicensed, to run at large. Disposition of and the procedure for stray dogs shall be as described in 7 M.R.S.A. § 3911 et seq. The procedure for stray dogs after receipt by a designated animal shelter shall be pursuant to 7 M.R.S.A. § 3913. 

(b) All dogs shall be leashed when in picnic areas located in Heritage Park, the City Pier, any railroad waterfront property owned by the city, Belfast Common, Steamboat Landing/Boathouse property, and the shore frontage areas of Belfast City Park. All dogs shall be leashed when in the playground area of Belfast City Park or any other playground area as created from time to time on property of the city.  No dogs shall be allowed in any City Cemetery.

(c) For purposes of this section, the term "at large" means any dog located off the premises of the owner or keeper and not under the control of any person whose presence and attention would reasonably control the dog. 

(Ord. No. 19-1999, § 2, 10-19-1999) 

State law reference— Running at large, 7 M.R.S.A. § 3911. 
Council Order # 83, Signed by Councilor Hamilton, Ordered That: First Reading June 4, 2013

Second reading June 18, 2013

Editor’s Note: New language underlined.

Sec. 58-40. - Time limits for individual parking spaces.

(a)There shall be a two-hour parking limit in the following spaces:

(1)Main Street, northerly side, from number 33 westerly to number 129 upper Market Street.

(2)Main Street, southerly side, from Cross Street to Beaver Street.

(3)High Street, both sides, from Miller Street to Bridge Street.

(4)Church Street, both sides, from Miller Street to Main Street.

(5)Market Street, south side, from High Street to Main Street.

(6)Market Street, north side, from Church Street to Main Street.

(7)Market Street, north side, from Church Street to High Street.

(8)Washington Street, west side, from Main Street to Bridge Street.

(b)There shall be a two-hour parking limit in the following places: Church Street, both sides, from Market Street to Main Street.

(c) There shall be a 30-minute parking limit in the following places: Post Office Square, directly in front of the Post Office, both sides. 

(d) There shall be three-hour parking at all marked parking spaces on the southerly side of the Front Street parking lot between the hours of 9:00 am and 7:00 p.m., seven days a week. The northerly side of the Front Street parking lot will be unrestricted parking. No motor vehicle or truck measuring more than 30 feet in length shall park in the Front Street parking lot. 

(e) There shall be ten marked two-hour parking spaces from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday thru Friday and three hour parking limit on Saturday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm located in the Beaver Street Parking lot. 

Open to the Public

Chip Curry from Belfast spoke in opposition to any further RSU Withdrawal efforts. 
Communications


None. 
Adjourn
Councilor Sanders, seconded by Hamilton, made a motion to adjourn at 11:07 p.m. This motion passed, 4-0.
