CITY OF BELFAST

131 Church Street

Belfast, Maine 04915
Joseph J. Slocum E-mail:jslocum@cityofbelfast.org
City Manager Tel: (207) 338-3370 ext. 10

Fax: (207) 338-2419

MANAGER’S REPORT
Belfast City Council Meeting
Tuesday, October 18, 2016
7:00 p.m.

(
\

TO: Mayor Walter Ash Jr. and Honorable Members of Belfast City Council
i

FROM: Joseph J. Slocum, City Manager

DATE: Friday, October 14, 2016

Note: We have five separate executive sgssions scheduled for this meeting three of
them involve negotiations over real es with three completely different parties. When
the City is approached by someone who request access or benefit of city property either
through purchase or lease the Council routinely discusses the City’s negotiation
strategy in confidential executive settings so as not to compromise our bargaining
position by premature disclosure. On October 18™ we just have an unusual number of
matters for executive session all coming in at the same time.

Agenda ltems:

10-A Request by the Cemetery Board of Trustees for permission to construct a small
three sided lean-to/storage shed attached to the back of the Grove Cemetery Chapel to
store tools and gardening materials.

The request is self-explanatory. This is a 6" x 8’ shed with a 10 foot peak. There is
attachment in your packet with a diagram and a memo from Steve Boguen, Cemetery
Superintendent.



10-B Request from the Pedestrian, Biking and Hiking Committee for Council approval
on a variety of projects.

Request #1: permission to place 2 sculptured bike racks downtown without requiring
City funds.

Request #2: permission to install 2 decorative downtown crosswalks without requiring
City funds.

Request #3. permission to secure the assistance of Economic Development Director
Thomas Kittredge to apply for a grant to pay for the new bicycle racks.

Request #4. permission to secure approval for the installation of a set of pedestrian
activated solar powered crossing lights at the top of Main Street hill adjacent to the
cemetery where the sidewalk ends on one side of the street and pedestrians need to
cross a busy Main Street to continue walking west.

The City already has a set of lights and it is possible some of the nonelectric aspects of
the installation can be done by City employees minimizing the cost of the City. We
would need a solar person to look at the location to identify the best place to locate the
solar panel.

There are similar lights currently in use a Northport Avenue adjacent to Waldo County
General Hospital.

Request # 5 if that Council will support in future budgets the installation of a pedestrian
crosswalk with lights at the intersection of Main Street and Starrett Drive as well as the
application of green paint as a safety measure in the existing bike lanes at the
intersection of Main Street and the Route one overpass.

| note that we are having the sidewalk replaced in many sections between Alto Street
and Starrett Drive next spring and all the crosswalks from all the businesses along the
south side of Main Street will match giving clearer direction to pedestrians and bicyclists
using this travel way.

10-C Request from the Economic Development Director, Thomas Kittredge, to have the
City Council approve the recommendation to hire an Airport consultant and to authorize
the City Manager to execute a contract with that consultant.

A four member committee evaluated a number of proposals from consultants
responding to a request for proposai from the City to search for a new airport



consultant. Ranking was based upon the written proposals, actual interviews and
reference checks. Aside from City staff, City Councilman John Arrison and Airport
committee member Duke Tomlin participated on this committee. The committee
determined it would interview 4 of the consultants who submitted proposals and those
interviews were conducted on Thursday October to 13", 2016. The work of this
committee is rushing to meet the deadline of this meeting and there may be additional
information provided at the meeting.

10-D Request to authorize the City Manager to sign a request for an amendment

regarding a Community Development Block Grant that supports the Maine Downtown
Center.

There is a memo attached to your packet from Thomas Kittredge, Economic
Development Director. The Maine Downtown Center secures an annual grant from the
Community Development Block Grant Program but it needs the assistance of the
municipality for the grant funds to pass through from the Program to the Downtown
Center. We have served in this role for several years and we have no liability or cost or
exposure from acting as this pass-through entity. Regardless we need the authority to
sign the documentation to make this happen.

10-E Consideration of a recommendation from the City Manager that the City purchase
tract of land for the construction of a new Public Works facility.

When | came to Belfast in June 2007 | realize within the first month that the land size
of the Public Works facility on Congress Street was insufficient for the proper layout and
storage of materials, vehicles in storage and motion, equipment in storage and motion,
employee parking and the daily volume of visitors. In addition, the Parks and Recreation
Department needed more and more space and there was none. Today we are storing
things all over the City because of the limited room on Congress Street. There we have
only 4 acres and we really need at least 12 useable acres. We also have to be prepared
to be a staging area for a whole host of potential construction and possible public
disasters. Since 2008 we have packed in a lot of material and constriction elements all
over the City where we could fit them in.

Beyond the insufficient space, the facilities themselves are falling apart with the lone
exception of the sand building. Steel “I” beams are rotting out, roofs are in such bad
condition that we cannot collect full insurance on them if they collapse and we have



substandard facilities for our employees and our storage of equipment. We may be
able to relocate the metal roof of the existing sand building to a new site. | cannot justify
new investment in these decrepit facilities on a plot of land which is simply not large
enough to be functional and efficient. The plot of land on Congress Street is insufficient
for the current and long-term needs of the City.

In 2008 the Council authorized a Capital Project with some funding to help us search
and to hire technical help to assist us with evaluating various potential locations
location. For the last 9 years we have been looking for a new site for a new Public
Works facility. We have researched and evaluated well over a dozen different sites. The
most promising of them called for professional wetland evaluation and other
professional input. We were looking for 12-15, relatively flat useable acres, somewhat
close to the hub of the City to save on transportation cost, which was wide enough to
lay out large materials such that large equipment and trucks could easily access them
from all sides, that was a little isolated in terms of surrounding properties.

This summer we finally found what we believed we were looking for, 33 acres with over
300 feet of road frontage at 54 Crocker Road. It offers a long drive back from Crocker
road to locate and operate this type of facility well out of public sight and has wooded
buffers on all sides. It's largely level and provides excellent access to the rest of the
City. The purchase price is $260,000.

We have had the site evaluated for land title and survey, wetlands, buildability, water
quality and a host of other checks. It has passed every level of scrutiny to assure us that
if we buy this that we have an excellent site for a future Public Works facility that will
serve this community for hundreds of years to come. The City Attorney has reviewed
titlie issues and there is only a minor property line agreement that we should pursue with
distance amounts that the City Attorney has indicated are of minimal importance. He
can explain them at the meeting.

So we have done our due diligence and we need to notify the seller of our intent to
proceed to purchase by Wednesday, October 19, 2018. If the Council agrees to
purchase it, my plan is to pay for this outright from fund balance. We do not have a
good number at this time on what it would cost to build a new Public Works facility. Step
one was to acquire the property, step two will be to get those estimates and step three
would be to do a public borrowing to pay for both the acquisition of the property and the
construction of the facility over a 20 to 30 year period. This will ensure that everyone
who secures the benefit of this facility into the future helps to pay for it. | do not see an
advantage on waiting for borrowing, designing and constructing. Our existing filled



facilities are getting worse by the month and the need is virtually most every day of the
year.

Our suggestion for the existing Public Works facility is to level it, clean the lot in terms of
any Brownfields problems and return it by sale to private ownership for housing. There
certainty appears to be some demand for a nice size lots in that part of town.

| also note that this property comes with a house constructed on it. There's a possibility
we may be able to lease it for a period of time to the person we are buying it from.
Presently this seems like a good opportunity to realize some revenue from the property
to reduce our costs. We can talk about all of this at the meeting.

10-F Consideration of a possible extension of employment contract with the City
Manager.

| was hired by the City Council to be the City Manager of Belfast commencing June 17,
2007. The original term of my contract with the City was for three years. | am pleased
and honored that the Council has seen to it to extend my contract several times since
then for periods of 2 to 3 years. Currently my contract is set to expire on June 17, 2017.
In my position | need to know whether or not the City is inclined to renew my contract for
another three years. At this time | am requesting a three-year contract extension from
June 17, 2017 to June 17, 2020. I'm asking for no other changes to my agreement at
this time other than | am treated the same way as all other City employees in terms of
being able to make matching contributions to my retirement. Thank you for your
consideration.

10-G Update on projects from the City Planner, Wayne Marshall. (Washington Street,
Front Street, Courthouse, Harbor Walk and MDOT projects)

This will be provided live at the meeting.

10-H Request from the City Planner for one or more members of the Council to attend
an “Aging In Place” forum at the Waldo Town Hall on Wednesday, October 26",

There’s a memo on your packet from City Pianner Wayne Marshall. City Planning staff
will be busy with a planning meeting on this night but they are encouraging one or more
members of the Council to attend this meeting to see how Belfast can improve its efforts
to help people age in place.



10-1 Consideration of a request for the City of Belfast to take over the management of
speed limits in the City from the Maine State Department of Transportation.

Consideration of a request for the City of Belfast to take over the management of speed
limits within the City from the Maine State Department of Transportation. Attached is the
state statute that allows a local municipality to take over the responsibility for setting the
speed limits within their own municipality under cerfain conditions. Presently only one
municipality in the State does this. We have asked the City Attorney to review this
possibility and to report back to the Council. He will make a presentation at the meeting.

10-J Request to go into Executive Session to discuss a Real Estate matter pursuant to
1 M.R.S.A 405 (6) C.

10-K Request to go into Executive Session to discuss a Real Estate matter pursuant to
1 M.R.S.A 405 (6) C. |

10-L Request to go into Executive Session to discuss a Employment matter pursuant to
1 M.R.8.A 405 (6) A.

10-M Request to go into Executive Session to discuss a Real Estate matter pursuant to
1M.R.S.A 405 (6) C.

10-N Request to go into Executive Session to discuss a Legal matter with the City
Attorney pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A 405 (6) E.

10-O Signing of Council Orders

That's about it for now. At this meeting I'm asking the Council to give me a continued
opportunity to work for this City. My goal, perhaps unclear, has been to try to
demonstrate respect for all that live here and to work with the community in ways that
are true to its warmth, culture, history, and tone. Those elements were here when |
came, molded over time by a fruitful blend of natives and newcomers alike. Sometimes |
have succeeded in this and sometimes | have really failed. | ask people all the time
does it still feel like Belfast. | so want them to say yes. No matter what any of us plans,
change has a way of challenging each of us. | hope we.can continue to not be afraid of
change and to keep working together to try and manage it so that we all can carry



forward with confidence the many pieces of this City that we truly love. A thousand

people make this City special every day. | would like to continue to try to be one of
them.

Have a wonderful Autumn weekend. Take a walk, take a drive and let those true colors
fill your spirit. Please continue to make a point to shop local, eat local and most
importantiy live local.



City of Belfast
Consent Agenda
Tuesday, October 18, 2016
Meeting #8

The following items are proposed as our Consent Agenda. As in the past the items are voted on in
one blanket motion to the affirmative. One Councilor makes a motion to approve the items as stated,
and then another Councilor will second that motion and the whole Council votes. If a Councilor
requests an item be removed from the consent agenda, they do so during the adoption of the agenda.
If a member of the public requests that an item be removed from the consent agenda, they can do so
in the open to the public section. Suggested motions are listed and supporting material is enclosed.

9) Permits, Petitions and Licenses - Consent Agenda

A. Request to approve an off premises catering permit for The Otis Group Incorporated
d/b/al Rollie’s Bar & Grill for the Timberwind Birthday Party located on the schooner
at Thompson’s Wharf on October 6, 2016 from 3:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Motion to approve an off premises catering permit for The Otis Group Incorporated d/b/a/
Rollie’s Bar & Grill for the Timberwind Birthday Party located on the schooner at
Thompson's Wharf on October 86, 2016 from 3:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

B. Request from the Library Director to appoint Kate Harris as the part-time Library
Assistant for the Belfast Free Library.

Motion to approve the request from the Library Director to appoint Kate Harris as the part-
time Library Assistant for the Belfast Free Library.




BELFAST FREE LIBRARY wwuwbelfastlibraryorg

106 HIGH STREET » BELFAST, MAINE 04915 » 207-338-3884 « FAX: 207-338-3895

TO: Joseph Slocum, City Managirj
FROM: Steve Norman

DATE: October 12, 2016

SUBJECT: Approve hiring Part-time Library Assistant

1) Trequest that the City Council approve the hiring of Kate Harris for the part-time (20
hours per week) Library Assistant position at Range 4 (as budgeted) and Step 1. Kate has
accepted my offer for the position, which was held previously by Elyzabeth Richards.
Kate has extensive experience working with the public and also has collaborated with our
library in many ways in the past.

Thank vou.



City of Belfast Mail - Manager's Report
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City of

https://mail.google.com/mailiw/1/Tui=2& ik=8854ec0cO7 & view=pt&...
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Manda Cushman <managersasst@cityofbelfast.org>
Belfast

Manager's Report

Steve Boguen <cemetery@cityofbelfast.org>
To: Manda Cushman <managersasst@cityofbelfast.org>

Good Morning Manda,

Not sure if | need Council permission or not, but Wayne suggested |
check with Joe to find out. The Cemetery Board would like to have a
small 3 sided lean-to/storage shed attached to the back of the chapel
for Ann Muilen and the Garden Club to use to store their tools and

soil materials out of the weather. Wayne assures me this is nota
planning beoard issue and we can go ahead with a building permit. Could
you add this request to the agenda if needed and let me know. | can
have a drawing by Wednesday also if needed. Thanks!!

Steve

On 9/26/16, Manda Cushman <managersasst@cityofbelfast.org> wrote:

> Good Morning,

>

b=

> |ts a packet week, so if you have anything that you would like included on
> the agenda for the October 4th Council Meeting please let the City

> Manager's Office know by 3:00 pm today with any backup information and
> exhibits tumed in by 12:00 on Wednesday, September 28th.

> .

> Thanks,

> Manda

>

-

> *Manda Cushman*
[Quoted text hidden}

Mon, Sep 26, 2016 at 10:05 AM

10/11/2016 2:35 PM
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Request by the Economic Development Director to have the City Council approve the recommendation to hite an airport
consultant and to authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with that consultant.

The City of Belfast, on behalf of Belfast Municipal Airport, has engaged in a process to secure the setvices of an airport
planning and engineering consultant on a multi-year basis. This process has been managed by a review group consisting of
City Councilot John Arrison, City Manager Joseph Slocum, Economic Development Director and Airport Manager Thomas
Kittredge, and Airport Advisory Committee representative Duke Tomlin,

A Request for Qualification Statements was issued on August 29, 2016, with a deadline of 3:00 pm eastern standard time on
September 20, 2016. 5 statements were submitted by the deadline, from the following consultants: DuBois & King; Gale
Associates; Hoyle, Tanner Associates; McFarland Johnson; and Stantec Consulting Services.

The aforementioned review group convened on September 29, 2016 to discuss members’ rating scores for submitted
statements, and to determine which, if any, consultants should be interviewed. The group decided to invite 4 of the 5
responding consultants to be interviewed: Gale Associates; Hoyle, Tanner Associates; McFarland Johnson; and Stantec
Consulting Services. These interviews were conducted by the review group on October 13, 2016. In addition, the review
group also checked multiple references for each of these 4 consultants.

After these intetviews, the review group met to review interview results, and arrived at a recommendation regarding a
consultant, for the City Council to approve. The submitted statements and the checked references were also considered and
incorporated into the process to arrive at this recommendation.

The Economic Development Director now requests that the City Council approve the recommendation of the review group,
hite this consultant, and authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with this consultant.
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Reciuest by the Fconomic Development Director to have the City Council authorize the City Manager to sign a
request for amendment regarding Community Development Block Grant funds for the Maine Downtown Centet.

Since 20113, the City of Belfast has functioned as a “pass-through” for §100,000 in annual Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds allocated by the State to support the operations of the Maine Downtown Center, as
they are not a unit of government and are unable to receive CDBG funds ditectly.

Functioning as a pass-through for these funds has not requited any significant time or effort from City personnel,
the Economic Development Director and the City Treasurer have to process only 1 invoice and 1 retmbursement
request per quarter. The City is already performing an annual audit regarding its grants; this additional $100,000 per
year in grant funding has not imposed, nor will it be expected to impose, any additional requirements or costs on
the City.

‘The Maine Office of Community Development is now requesting that the City agree to a contract amendment that
will extend this contract from June 30, 2017 until June 30, 2018. The Economic Development Director is
tequesting that the City Council authorize the City Manager to sign this amendment.















AGENDA TOPIC 10.H

COMMUNICATION to MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL
UPDATE: AGING WELL in WALDO COUNTY
From Wayne Marshall, City Planner

I will attend the upcoming October 18 Council meeting to speak with the Council about the
efforts of Aging Well in Waldo County. I also believe that other representatives of the
organization will attend the Council meeting and may want to speak. The mission statement for
the organization is: "Our mission is to mobilize our communities to identify and address the
needs of our aging friends and neighbors, striving for inclusive and safe communities for all.”

Aging Well in Waldo County is conducting an initial meeting of communities located through-
out the County to see if they want to join the organization. The meeting will be held at the
Waldo Community Building in Waldo on Wednesday, October 26, from 6:00 - 7:30 pm; see
invitation attached. All Councilors and the public are invited to attend, and it is requested that
persons who can attend RSVP by October 21 by calling 338-1626 or by emailing
jan.dodge@yahoo.com.

A number of Belfast residents are regularly participating in meetings (every two weeks) of the
organization . I also have been participating as the City's main representative, and Norm Poirier
attended several of the initial meetings. Unfortunately, I cannot attend the upcoming October 26
meeting in Waldo because of a conflict with the regular meeting of the Belfast Planning Board.
Patricia Oh, AARP, will be attending the October 26 meeting to make a formal presentation to
the City regarding our acceptance into the AARP and World Health Organization Initiative of
Age-Friendly Communities. Thus, I am asking if one or more of you, the Mayor or Council,
can attend the October 26 meeting to officially accept the presentation of a certificate (see
attached) from AARP.

I believe the Aging Well in Waldo County organization has made many important strides since it
was first introduced and discussed as a concept 6 short months ago. The organization has a core
and growing group of volunteers and representatives from area organizations who participate in
the regular bi-monthly meetings. The organization has identified its mission statement and initial
steps it wants to take to achieve its mission statement. The City has been accepted into the Age
Friendly Network and the County Commissioners have expressed their support of the
organization. The organization is now reaching out to other communities to see if they would
formally like to participate. And, the Hospital has received the award of one grant from AARP
for $6,000 that they helped prepare, and may soon hear if funds will be received from a
Community Foundation grant, I believe for $5,000. Aging Well in Waldo County intends to use
these monies to conduct an initial assessment of the needs of elder residents in Belfast and other
communities in the County and to then use this assessment to better craft the organization's work
program.

So --- can anyone attend on the 26th? [ would be happy to answer any questions.



AGING WELL N WA
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September 20, 2016

Dear Town Leader,

In June 2016 several local organizations and individuals came together to begin the discussion of Waldo
County communities becoming part of the Age Friendly Community Initiative. This group of fifteen to
twenty-five has hosted representatives from AARP Maine and the Area Agencies on Aging to help guide
our process.

Our mission is to mobilize our communities to identify and address the needs of our aging friends
and neighbors, striving for inclusive supportive and safe communities for all.

The Waldo County Commissioners and the Beifast City Council have voted to support the efforts of
Aging Well in Waldo County in securing funding through grants and other sources.

One of the first steps is to determine the needs of the community and then develop plans to address the
identified needs. To date we have representation from the following Waldo County towns: Belfast,
Northport, Monroe and Waldo.

We are asking for your help as a local leader. Are you interested in joining this initiative or do you know
another individual or organization that would be interested in participating? Do you have someone in
your town who would act as the contact person to make sure your residents have input and receive the
benefits of our research and actions? Please contact us to join our efforts! -

We invite you to attend our next meeting:
October 26, 6-7:30pm, Waldo Community Building, 626 Waldo Station Rd, Waldo

This meeting will provide our latest updates, gathering of contact information, survey details and
beginning input on the needs of your older residents.

Please RSVP by Friday, October 21st to 338-1626 or jan.dodge@yahoo.com.

Sincerely,

Jan Dodge Samantha Paradis, MPH, BSN, RN Kathy Littlefield

Vice Chair, Belfast Public Health Nurse Chair, Waldo County
Waldo County Triad Waldo County General Hospital Municipal Association
Waldo County Retired Selectman, Town of Waldo

Educators



__umm._ Possibilities

The AARP Network of Age-Friendly Communities

an institutional affiliate of the World Health Organization’s
Global Network of Age-Friendly Cities & Communities®

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

City of Belfast

has committed to becoming more age-friendly
under the criteria established by AARP and the World Health Organization
and has been accepted as a member of the AARP Network of Age-Friendly Communities.

THIS CERTIFICATION IS VALID UNTIL

September 26, 2018

Nancy A. LeaMond, Chief Advocacy and Engagement Officer

COMMUNITY, STATE 8 NATIONAL AFFAIRS
AARP, WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC HEADING: PL
1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW);

PT. B, §5 (AFF)

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL
1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, §5
(AFF)

Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD
HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2
(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)

§2073. Authority to regulate speeds

1. Authority to regulate. Except as provided in section 2075,
subsection 2_ and notwithstanding section 2074, subsection 1, the

Commissioner of Transportation, with the approval of the Chief of the State
Police, may:
f—— gl

A. Restrict the maximum rate of speed on a public way where a speed
limit will minimize the danger of accident, promote the free flow of
traffic, conserve motor fuel or respond to changes in federal laws;

(11893, c¢. €83, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, «c¢. 683, Pt. B, §5
(AFF) .1 '

B. Increase the maximum rate of speed c on a public way where higher
speeds are warranted to promote the normal and reasonable movement
of traffic; or {1993, <. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt.
B, §5 {AFF).]

C. Make an adjustment of maximum rates of speed. An adjustment
under this paragraph is exempt from the provisions of the Maine
Administrative Procedure Act.

The commissioner may not set maximums that exceed 60 miles per hour
or, on the interstate system or other divided controlled-access highways,
75 miles per hour.

- 10/4/2016 2:57 PM



Title 29:A, §2073: Authority to regulate speeds
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The commissioner may not set maximums for the Maine Turnpike.
[2013, <. 107, §1 (AMD).]

[ 2013, c. 107, §1 (AMD) .1

2. Municipal request. If a municipal request to_the Department of

Transportation to change a speed limit is denied, the department shall inform
the municipality in writing of the reasons for that denial and shall offer to
meet with the municipal officials in that municipality to review those

reasons. The municipality may request the department to hold a public
hearing within the municipality to provide the department with the views of
the public on the requested speed limit change. The department shall;

A. Hold the hearing within 30 days of the request; and 1993, <. 683

r

Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. €83, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

B. Inform the municipality of a final decision on the requested speed
limit change within 30 days after the hearing. [1993, <. 683, pt. &,
§2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

[ 1898, c. 160, §1 (AMD) .]

3. Prohibition. A person may not operate a vehicle in excess of
maximum speeds fixed pursuant to this section, as long as notice of changes

in speed limits has been given by signs erected by the Department of
Transportation.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 {(NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF} .]
4. Other ways. The Department of Transportation is not required. to

erect speed signs on a town way, unimproved state aid highway or on a way
constructed to interstate standards.

[ 1993, c. €83, PL. A, §2 (NEW}; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]

Notwithstanding the provisions of Private and Special Law 1865,
chapter 532, section B-A, speed limits within the limits of the property
owned by or under the control of the University of Maine System must be
established by the Department of Transportation and the Maine State Police
as provided in this section. The speed limits must be posted by the University
of Maine System in accordance with written directions or policies of the
Department of Transportation. [1993, <. 683, Ppt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993,
c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

SECTION HISTOCRY
1993, c. 683, SAZ (NEW). 1893, c. 683, §BS (AFF). 1999, <. 160, §1
(AMD) . 2011, c. 415, §2 (AMD). 2013, c. 107, §1 (AMD}.

http://legislature maine.gov/legis/statutes/29-A/title29-Asec2073 .html
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The Revisor's Office cannot provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal advice, please consult a qualified attorney.
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Title 29-A, §2075: Other speed regulations http://legislature. maine.gov/legis/statutes/29-A/title29-Asec2075 . html

Maine Revised Statutes

Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC HEADING: PL
1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW);

PT. B, §5 (AFF)

Chapter 19: OPERATION HEADING: PL
1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2 (NEW); PT. B, §5
(AFF)

Subchapter 1: RULES OF THE ROAD
HEADING: PL 1993, C. 683, PT. A, §2

(NEW); PT. B, §5 (AFF)

§2075. Other speed regulations

1. Operation impeding movement of traffic. A person may not operate
a motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede the normal and reasonable
movement of traffic, except when reduced speed is necessary for safe
operation of the motor vehicle or in compliance with law.

[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. Q, §47 (RPR); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .1

1-A. Minimum speed limit. When the Department of Transportation
determines, on the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation, that slow
speeds on a public way consistently impede the normal and reasonable
movement of traffie, the Commissioner of Transportation, with the approval
of the Chief of the Maine State Police, may establish a minimum speed limit.

A person may not operate a vehicle below a posted minimum speed limit,
except when necessary for safe operation.

[ 2003, <. 452, Pt. Q, §48 (NEW); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .]

2. Public ways under construction. The Commissioner of
Transportation may restrict the speed limit on a public way under
construction or during maintenance and the Executive Director of the Maine
Turnpike Authority may restrict the speed limit on any portion of the
turnpike under construction or during maintenance when a lower rate of
speed would minimize the danger of accident. A person may not operate a
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motor vehicle in excess of these speeds, as long as notice of the maximum
speed has been given by standard black and white speed limit signs on the
way. Signs erected pursuant to this subsection must be covered or removed

during hours when the speed limit is not restricted.

The penalty for a violation of this subsection is a fine equal to twice the
amount of the fine designated in accordance with Title 4, section 164,
subsection 12 for a similar speeding violation under section 2073.

[ 1995, c. 151, 81 (BMD) .]

3. Municipal authority. Except as provided in this subsection, a
municipality may not alter a speed limit or enact or enforce a regulation
contrary to this Title. A municipality may:

A. Regulate traffic by means of signal devices or other appropriate
methods on a way on which traffic is heavy or continuous; 1993, <.
€83, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 [(AFF}.]

B. Limit traffic to one-way traffic on a way, subject to Title 23, section
1361; (1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1893, c. 683, Pt. B, §5
(REE) . ]

C. Regulate speed of vehicles in public parks by erecting at all entrances
to the park adequate signs giving notice of the special speed regulations;
(2001, <. 313, §1 (AMD).]

D. With the approval of the Department of Transportation and the Chief
of the State Police, increase or decrease the speed limit on through ways _
by erecting standard signs giving notice of the speed limit in accordance
with the latest edition of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
published by the Federal Highway Administration; (2003, <. 92, §2
(AMD) . ]

E. Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, if it is a qualifying
municipality, set speed limits on qualifying roads. As used in this
paragraph, "qualifying municipality” means a municipality that has a
population of 2,500 or more as measured by the latest decennial United
States census or that employs a professional engineer licensed in this

State. As used in this paragraph, "qualifying road" means a town way
——

that is classified as local by the Department of Transportation in
accordance with the federal functional classification system.

If a qualifying municipality decides to set speed limits in accordance
with this paragraph, the municipality shall provide written notice of that
determination to the Commissioner of Transportation and shall set
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speed limits for all qualifying roads in that municipality.

Unless otherwise approved as provided in paragraph D, speed limits set

by a municipality must be in 5-mile-per-hour increments within the
following ranges:

(1) From 20 to 25 miles per hour, inclusive, regarding roads in a
business or residential district or a compact area, except that the
lower Jimit may be set at 15 miles per hour on roads on islands not

accessible by road or dead end roads less than 1/4 mile in length;
and

(2) From 30 to 50 miles per hour, inclusive, regarding roads in all
other areas.

Prior to establishing a speed limit, the municipality must perform a
traffic investigation that reviews the factors identified illme
sections of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. The
municipal officers shall validate that speed limit in accordance with the
procedure for establishing municipal traffic ordinances set forth in Title
30-A, section 3009, post standard speed limit signs in accordance with
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and provide written
notice of that speed limit zone to the Commissioner of Transportation on
forms approved by the Department of Transportation.

The Department of Transportation may require a municipality with a
population of 5,000 or more as measured by the latest decennial United
States census that has not provided written notice to the department
that the municipality will set speed limits in accordance with this
paragraph to provide the department with all data necessary to set such
speed limits. The nature, extent and form of that data must be
aéceptable to the department and may include, without limitation, the
- reason for the request, length and location of the proposed speed zone,
road width, number of driveways in that zone, traffic volume, posted
speed, prevailing speed as measured by radar, accident history and
speed enforcement efforts; and [2003, <. 92, §3 (aMD).]

F. With the approval. of the Department of Transportation and the Chief
of the State Police, and in accordance with the latest edition of the
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices published by the Federal
Highway Administration, designate a school zone to which the speed
limits in section 2074, subsection 1, paragraph A apply. [2003, <. 92,
§4 (NEW) .]

[ 2003, c. 92, §82-4 (BMD) .]
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4. Speed measurement. The results of a measurement of the foliowing
instruments must be accepted as prima facie evidence of the speed of a motor
vehicle in a criminal or traffic infraction proceeding:

A. Radar; 11993, <. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683, Pt. B,
§5 (AFF).]

B. An electronic device that measures speed by radiomicrowaves, laser
or otherwise; or [1993, c. €83, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, c. 683,
Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

C. A device that measures, in any sequence, a selected distance
traversed by a motor vehicle operated by the law enforcement officer
and the time required by another motor vehicle to traverse that same
distance, and computes therefrom the average speed of the other vehicle.

{1893, c¢. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1893, «¢. €83, Pt. B, §5
(AFF) . ]

[ 1993, <. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW}; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]

5. Signs. The presence of signs is prima facie evidence that those signs
were erected, that they provide the notice required and that the speeds
indicated were fixed in accordance with this chapter.

[ 1823, . 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 1993, ¢. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]
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