

































































AGENDA TOPIC 10.

TO: Mayor & City Council

FROM: Wayne Marshall, City Planner

DATE: August 26, 2015

RE: Amendments to City Code Chapter 58, Traffic & Vehicles

Downtown Revitalization Project

REQUESTED ACTIONS

1) The Council should conduct the First Reading of proposed amendments to the City Code of
Ordinances, Chapter 58, Traffic and Vehicles, regarding several suggested amendments
associated with the Downtown Revitalization project in the Cross Street, Spring Street, and
Miller Street area. The Council should decide if you support the proposed amendments or if
you want to alter the proposal.

2) The Council should schedule the Second Reading and public hearing regarding the proposed
amendments for the Council meeting of September 15, 2015.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Chapter 58, Traffic and Vehicles of the City Code of Ordinances provides the legal framework
for many common traffic and vehicular regulations in the City. The Ordinance provisions
address concerns such as but not limited to: where parking is prohibited, the hours for parking,
where stop signs are located, and many more. The Downtown Revitalization project that the
City is constructing in the Cross Street, Spring Street and Miller Street area has resulted in
several traffic changes that need to be reflected in Chapter 58. | believe changes are needed to
three Sections of Chapter 58 requirements, including:

e ldentifying where parking is prohibited;

e Designating a portion of Cross Street as a one way street; and

e Identifying the location of stop sign locations.

I have attached proposed language for the First Reading of the proposed amendments. The map
that accompanies the amendments illustrates the location of the proposed amendments. 1 also
offer a few comments regarding the proposed amendments.

1) Proposed No Parking Area on Miller Street. Jay McCrum, owner of Penobscot McCrum,
has indicated that most of their trucks will be using Miller Street in the future to access the
cold storage facility on Front Street. In a recent conversation we had, he described problems
his truck drivers are having negotiating the turn at High Street and Miller Street, mostly
because of where cars are parked near the intersection. Public Works, at my direction, has



2)

posted the beginning area of Miller Street on both sides of the street as prohibiting on-street
parking. I also note that the existing Ordinance prohibited parking on the north side of Miller
Street between Cross Street and High Street, however, there have not been any prohibited
parking signs in this area and cars have regularly parked on this side of the street. | met with
Bob Richards to discuss this area and we are recommending that the current parking
prohibition on the northerly side of this Street continue. This lay-out of this section of Miller
Street is quite tight, particularly when trucks are going up or down the hill, and although
there currently are few trucks using the loading docks at Mathew Brothers, the prohibition on
on-street parking on the northerly side of the street will facilitate use of this loading dock.

One-way on Cross Street. As the Council is aware, the construction of pedestrian and
parking improvements on Cross Street necessitated designating a portion of the street,
between the City parking lot to Miller Street, as being a one-way street. The change in traffic
pattern largely was dictated by the amount of right-of-way that the City owns, only 33 feet (2
rods), and our desire to construct a sidewalk and to provide 8 on-street parking spaces. And,
to accommodate the above improvements, the City had to acquire additional right-of-way
(land) by easements from all 3 property owners on the northerly side of the street. | note that
the width of the street that the City has constructed, 15 feet from curb-to-curb, is too narrow
to easily support two-way traffic.

3) Parking prohibitions on Cross Street. The current City Ordinance prohibits parking on the

easterly side of Cross Street (Ocean House and McCrum side of Street). However, in recent
years, cars have been parked on both the east and west side of the Street. City staff is now
recommending that all on-street parking be prohibited on the westerly side of the street, from
Main Street to Miller Street, and that on-street parking on the easterly side of the street be
limited to the 8 designated on-street parking spaces constructed as part of the Downtown
project. Staff is proposing to eliminate parking on the westerly side of the street for several
reasons, including: on-street parking near the intersection of Main Street and Cross Street has
made it very difficult for trucks (McCrum and Co-op) to negotiate the turn onto Cross Street;
the new design for the street features raised granite curbing which decreases the amount of
area available for on-street parking; and most of the area on the westerly side of the street has
a building located on such, Cold Mountain Builders, Hughes' residence and Mathew
Brothers. On the easterly side of the street, the City has now constructed 8 well defined
spaces and these should be the only area in which on-site parking is allowed.

I would be happy to answer questions regarding any of the proposed amendments.



FIRST READING OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES
CHAPTER 58. TRAFFIC and VEHICLES
SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 COUNCIL MEETING

NOTES TO PUBLIC REGARDING PROPOSED AMENDMENTS:

NOTE #1. The proposed amendments mostly are associated with improvements the City is
constructing in the Cross Street, Spring Street and Miller Street area as part of its Downtown
Revitalization project.

NOTE #2. Only sections of the Ordinance that are proposed to be amended are identified in this
amendment. The public should consult the City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 58, Traffic and
Vehicles for the complete text of existing Ordinances.

NOTE #3. Language in Red Font is proposed to be added to the Ordinance. Language in Blue

and-Strike-TFhreugh-Fent is proposed to be deleted from the Ordinance. All language in Black
Font is existing language and is not affected by the proposed amendments.

TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

Chapter 58. TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES
Article I. In General

Sec. 58-11. One-way streets.
[Ord. of 12-10-1985, 8§ 9505; Ord. of 10-2-1990; Ord. of 12-17-1997; Ord. No. 2-2005, 7-20-
2004]

Upon the following streets and parts of streets and alleys, traffic shall move only in the indicated
direction when signs indicating the direction of the traffic are erected and maintained at every
intersection where movement in the opposite direction is prohibited:

(10) Southeasterly on Cross Street from a point that is about 125 feet easterly of the
centerline of the intersection of Pendleton Lane and Cross Street, said point being
located easterly of the westerly entrance to the City parking lot on Cross Street, to the
intersection of Cross Street with Miller Street.

Article I1. Stopping, Standing and Parking
Sec. 58-39. Specific restrictions.

[Ord. of 12-10-1985, § 9504(A); Ord. of 5-13-1988; Ord. of 3-21-1989; Ord. of 8-7-1990; Ord.
of 7-7-1992; Ord. of 8-5-1997]


http://www.ecode360.com/print/BE3520?guid=28410401#28410324
http://www.ecode360.com/print/BE3520?guid=28410365#28410365
http://www.ecode360.com/print/BE3520?guid=28410401#28410377
http://www.ecode360.com/print/BE3520?guid=28410401#28410401

No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other
traffic or in compliance with law or the directions of a police officer or traffic control device, in
any of the following places:

(17)  On the-eastside-of-Cross Street: from-its-intersection-with-Miller-Street:
a. On the westerly side of Cross Street, from its intersection with Main Street to its
intersection with Miller Street.
b. On the easterly side of Cross Street, from its intersection with Main Street to its
intersection with Spring Street, except that on-street parking shall be permitted
in the four City designated on-street parking spaces.

(19)  On the north side of Miller Street: from its intersection with Cross Street to High Street.

a. On the northerly side of Miller Street, from its intersection with Cross Street to
its intersection with High Street.

b. On the southerly side of Miller Street, from its intersection with High Street for
a distance of about 60 feet in a easterly direction from said intersection.

Article 11. Stopping, Standing and Parking

Sec. 58-44. Stop signs.
(Ord. of 12-10-1985, § 9512; Ord. of 3-3-1987; Ord. No. 22-2001, 11-20-2001; Ord. No. 34-2002, 2-19-

2002; Ord. No. 23-2005, 11-3-2004]

(@) No person shall drive any vehicle past or through any intersection having a stop sign without
bringing his vehicle to a full stop.

(b) Stop signs shall be located in the following places; on the first named street with its intersection
with the second named street:

Cross Street to Main Street northbound

Cross Street to Miller Street southbound

Cross Street to Spring Street rerth-and southbound
Pendelton Lane to Cross Street eastbound

Union Street to Miller Street westbound


http://www.ecode360.com/print/28410418#28410418
http://www.ecode360.com/print/28410420#28410420
http://www.ecode360.com/print/BE3520?guid=28410469#28410377
http://www.ecode360.com/print/BE3520?guid=28410469#28410469
http://www.ecode360.com/print/28410470#28410470
http://www.ecode360.com/print/28410471#28410471

Chapter 58 - Traffic Changes - Downtown Project - Sept 2015
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